
Epiphany Sunday – Communion Sunday – January 4, 2026 – 10:30A 
 
Order of Worship 
The Community Gathers 
Lighting of the Altar Candles 

A Word of Greeting and Welcome/Centering Words –                              Minister ‘Ainise Isama’u 
I will not tell you to buck up, 
to tough it out, to ignore the fear 
rattling around in your chest. 
I will not tell you that all shall be well 
or that morning will come quickly. 
I will not ask you to march into danger 
without first repeating your name in my prayers. 
But if fear stops you in your tracks, 
if fear makes it hard to breathe, 
hard to move, 
hard to think, 
then I will remind you 
that even one step with shaking knees 
is a step toward home. 
 
Opening Hymn – We Three Kings, UMH#254, v. 1,3,5 
 
Giving God Glory As We Come to Worship 
Call to Worship (L: Leader, P: People)                                                                        Julie Inouye 
L: In the dark of morning, 
P: the stars still shine. 
L: In the depth of winter, 
P: the birds still climb. 
L: At the start of the year, 
P: tender and new, 
L: God is here. 
P: God is near. 
L: Do not rest in your fear. 
P: God is here. 
L: So like the stars and the birds, 
P: Let us worship holy God. 
 
Opening Prayer                                                                                                            Julie Inouye 
Holy and Ever-Present God,In the dark of morning, when the stars still shine, You meet us. In 
the depth of winter, when the world feels cold and quiet, Your Spirit still stirs. At the start of this 
new year — tender, fragile, and full of possibility — we come seeking Your light. Like the Magi 
who followed the star, guide our searching hearts. Like those who walked through shadows of 



fear and sorrow, hold us with Your mercy. Where there is uncertainty, speak courage. Where 
there is grief, breathe comfort. Where there is longing, kindle hope. You are here. You are near. 
So free us from fear, O God, that we may lift our eyes to Your light and worship You with 
wonder, trust, and joy. Amen. 
 
Message for the Children (In Us All)                                                          Minister ‘Ainise Isama’u 
 
The Word of God for the People of God 
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12, 16-18                                                                    Julie Inouye 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King Herod, magi 
came from the east to Jerusalem. 2 They asked, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? 
We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve come to honor him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem was troubled with 
him. 4 He gathered all the chief priests and the legal experts and asked them where the Christ 
was to be born. 5 They said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote: 
6 You, Bethlehem, land of Judah, by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah,​
            because from you will come one who governs, who will shepherd my people Israel.”[a] 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time when the star had 
first appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search carefully for the child. 
When you’ve found him, report to me so that I too may go and honor him.” 9 When they heard 
the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it 
stood over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were filled with joy. 
11 They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, they 
honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Because they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
went back to their own country by another route. 
16 When Herod knew the magi had fooled him, he grew very angry. He sent soldiers to kill all 
the children in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding territory who were two years old and 
younger, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 This fulfilled the word 
spoken through Jeremiah the prophet: 
18 A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and much grieving. Rachel weeping for her children,​
            and she did not want to be comforted, because they were no more.[a] 
 
Sermon & Sound Bath – Fear Doesn’t Stop Us                          Rev. Allison Mark & Susan Slade 
Prayer for Illumination 
God of the Stars, 
like the magi, 
we come to this place searching for you. 
So today, just like every day, 
we ask that you would remove any barricades that keep us from your Spirit. 
Clear out the distractions. 
Wipe away the doubt. 
Open up our hearts, 
and speak to us through these ancient words. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202%3A1-12%2CMatthew%202%3A16-18&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23175a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202%3A1-12%2CMatthew%202%3A16-18&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23187a


And as you do, 
we will keep walking. 
As you do, 
we will move toward you. 
With hope we pray, 
amen. 
 
Special Music - Feeling Good           Karen Evans, guest soloist  
 
Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer                                                                              Rev. Allison Mark 
Creator of stars, 
Creator of sunsets and sunrises, 
Creator of big horizons and even bigger skies, 
today we bring you our prayers. 
Our prayers are small in comparison to the greatness you have created, 
but even so, we know that you are listening. 
So today, God, we pray for courage. 
In a world that is rattled with fear, fill our hearts with courage. 
Show us the places we can make a difference. 
Quiet the voices of comparison and doubt. 
Silence our imposter syndrome. 
Fill the sky with stars and guide our steps, 
so that, like the magi, we might walk toward you in courage. 
For if we’re honest, the world is a scary place. 
You know that. We know that. 
We fear change. We fear death. 
We fear being alone or not being enough. 
We fear the Herods of the world, just like we fear losing our way. 
There are a million reasons we have to be afraid, God, 
but we do not want fear to stop us. 
So today we pray— 
make us like the magi. 
Grant us the courage to keep walking. 
Grant us the conviction to keep hoping. 
Grant us the imagination to keep dreaming. 
Grant us the faith to keep seeking. 
Grant us the wisdom to keep reaching. 
Grant us the will to keep walking. 
Make us like the magi, 
and we will walk toward you. 
With hope, we place one foot in front of the other. 
With hope, we look to the stars. 
With hope, we gather every ounce of courage we have. 
With hope, we reach for each other. 



With hope, we choose to keep walking. 
And with that confidence propelling us, we pray together the words your son taught us to pray, 
saying. . . 
Offer the Lord’s Prayer in your preferred language. 
 
We Respond to God’s Grace 
Celebration of Holy Communion                                                                                Clergy Team 
Invitation to the Table 
It takes courage to come to this Table, 
to declare your belonging in God’s banquet. 
So often the world tries to keep us away from the grace God so freely offers. 
So often the powers that be tell us that who we are at our core is undeserving. 
But our faith tells a different story. 
Our faith tells a story of God enfleshed, wiggling in a manger, 
whose first visitors were field laborers and foreigners. 
Our faith tells a story of a God who beckons us, 
over and over, 
into belonging. 
Family of faith, this bread and cup are for you. 
No king can dictate otherwise. 
No edict can declare you unworthy. 
Nothing—no, nothing—can separate you from the love of God. 
So don’t let fear keep you from this Table. 
Let us gather for the feast. 
 
Call to Confession 
Friends, on this Epiphany Sunday we stand at the start of a new year, and there is nothing 
better about a new year than the chance to begin again. 
That is exactly what we do in the Prayer of Confession. 
We speak honestly with God and God surrounds us with grace. 
We are able to begin again. 
So may we start this new year, this new season, this new week with God’s grace. Let us pray. 
Let us begin again. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Ever-loving God, 
we long for Christmas to usher in a season of peace and joy. However, we know that is not how 
the world works. Even just days after Christmas, we find ourselves face to face with fear once 
again. 
So today we pray— 
forgive us when we allow fear to stop us in our tracks. 
Forgive us when our own fear prevents us from following your call. 
Forgive us when fear is louder than love. 
Show us how to turn our fear into action. 



Show us how to live like the magi who searched for you in a fearful world. 
With hope we pray, amen. 
 
Words of Forgiveness 
Family of Faith, 
whether you are brave and courageous or fearful and timid, 
God’s love for you knows no end. So join me in these words of forgiveness: 
Whether fear inspires us to action, 
or stops us dead in our tracks, 
God’s love for us is boundless. 
We are seen. 
We are surrounded with grace. 
We are sent to serve. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
TRADITIONAL UMC WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
Let us pray… (this is the prayer before the Lord’s Prayer) 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Beckoning God, 
from every corner we have come looking for you. 
A thousand monsters reared their heads along the way, threatening to derail us. 
But we are here nonetheless. 
We have gone over, around, under, and through our fear. 
And when we faced fears we couldn’t evade, 
we took that fear by the hand and dragged it along with us on the journey, 
because we will stop at nothing to follow you. 
Your star calls us forward, ever forward 
toward our convictions, 
toward our dreams, 
toward a world that reflects your justice, peace, and love, 
toward our belonging in the great family of creation. 
Your star calls us forward, and the gifts that await are too great to hand over to fear.  
In this communion we share, in the words we are about to receive, 
may we find courage and strength for the journey. 
When fear threatens to stop us, may we hold onto these gifts and remember what lies ahead. 
When the journey is challenging, lift our heads to see our companions on the journey 
and the shining star that lights the way. 
You go with us, and if you are with us, what shall we fear? 
Beckoning God, we follow you into the unknown, 
with heads held high or knees quaking in fear. 
When the way ahead is unsure, we return to what we know: 
You are Emmanuel, God-With-Us. 
We join now in one voice to pray in the way Jesus taught us, saying... 



Offer the Lord’s Prayer in the language and wording most familiar to you. 
 
Instructions for Receiving 
Family of faith, the bread has been broken and the cup has been poured, which means the feast 
is ready. 
Today you are invited to come to the Table to receive Communion along with a star word to 
guide you in seeking God this year. 
 
Include any relevant information about how Communion will be served, whether gluten-free 
bread and/or non-alcoholic wine are served, how online worshipers can participate, etc. 
 
Friends, God is always calling us forward. Let us hold our fear gently as we respond to the 
invitation. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
After all have been served, and all have received a star: 
Holy God, 
you always show up. 
Even in our fear, 
even in times of uncertainty, 
even when we can’t seem to take the next step, 
you are with us. 
You are behind us, before us, and beside us, 
hemming us in with your love. 
As we sit with these star words, open our hearts to the wisdom they hold. 
Keep our minds nimble and flexible, 
awake to the constellation of meanings we may find in a single word. 
May they challenge us, comfort us, and call us forward.  
Let these words be a reminder of your presence with us. 
May they give us courage and guidance for the year ahead. 
Let them shine in the dark, pointing us toward you. 
And at the end of this year, may we look back at the paths we took 
and see how in every moment, you journeyed with us. 
Gratefully we pray, amen. 
 
Communion Hymns – Just As I Am, UMH#357 + I Surrender All, UMH#354 
 
Offering Our Gifts –                                                                                    Minister ‘Ainise Isama’u 
 
Offertory – Instrumental 
 
Doxology – Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow, UMH#95 
 
Prayer of Dedication                                                                                                     Julie Inouye 



Generous and Faithful God, With grateful hearts we offer these gifts to You — a portion of what 
You have already given us, and a sign of our desire to trust You with all we are. Bless these 
offerings, that they may shine Your light in places of darkness, bring hope where there is hurt, 
and strengthen the work of Your kingdom in our community and beyond. Bless us also, O God. 
Dedicate our hands to Your service, our voices to Your praise, and our lives to the way of Christ, 
in whose love we give and in whose name we pray. Amen. 

Going Forth in God’s Holy Name 
Faith in Action – The Ministry of Faith UMC                                              Minister ‘Ainise Isama’u 
 
Closing Hymn – TFWS #2173 Shine Jesus shine     vs 1 
Commission and Blessings                                                                                  Rev. Allison Mark 
 
Passing of the Peace – Postlude 


