First Sunday of Advent — November 30, 2025 — 10:30A
Greening the Church — New Member Sunday

Order of Worship

The Community Gathers
Lighting of Altar Candles

Prelude — Instrumental
A Word of Greeting/Centering Words Minister ‘Ainise Isama’u

Opening Hymn — Come, Thou Long—Expected Jesus UMH#196, v. 1,2
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Call to Worship (L: Leader, P: People) Karen Murakami
: On Sundays and Mondays,
: on good days and bad days.
. early in the morning and very late at night
: here in this room, and out in the world, God, we long for you to break in.
: Meet us in this space.
: Surprise us with your presence.
: Fill this room with your good news.
: With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!
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Opening Prayer Karen Murakami
Everlasting God, we begin our journey toward Christmas with hope stirring within. Teach us how
to get ready. Show us how to prepare our hearts for Jesus. Help us walk in your ways, as we put
on your Son, Jesus Christ. Guide us on your paths of peace and understanding, as we prepare
our hearts anew for the road ahead. Amen.

A Message to the Children (In Us All) Minister ‘Ainise Isama’u

The Word of God for the People of God
Congregational Hymn — Emmanuel, Emmanuel UMH#204 2x

Scripture Lesson: Luke 1:5-13, Lamentations 3:55-57 Karen Murakami
Luke 1:5-13

5 During the rule of King Herod of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah who belonged to
the priestly division of Abijah. His wife Elizabeth was a descendant of Aaron. 6 They were both
righteous before God, blameless in their observance of all the Lord’s commandments and
regulations. 7 They had no children because Elizabeth was unable to become pregnant and
they both were very old. 8 One day Zechariah was serving as a priest before God because his
priestly division was on duty. 9 Following the customs of priestly service, he was chosen by
lottery to go into the Lord’s sanctuary and burn incense. 10 All the people who gathered to
worship were praying outside during this hour of incense offering. 11 An angel from the Lord
appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw the angel,



he was startled and overcome with fear. 13 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah. Your
prayers have been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will give birth to your son and you must name him
John.

Lamentations 3:55-57

55 | call on your name, Lorp, from the depths of the pit.

56 Hear my voice. Don’t close your ear[a] to my need for relief, to my cry for help.[b]

57 Come near to me on the day | call to you. Say to me, “Don’t be afraid.”

L: The word of God for all People.

P: Thanks be to God.

Special Music — Guitar Instrumental Dean Ricker-Manning
Sermon — In the Time of Herod, We Long For God to Break In Rev. Allison Mark
Pastoral Prayer — Lord’s Prayer Rev. Allison Mark

We Respond to God’s Grace
Offering our Gifts — Minister ‘Ainise Isama’u

Offertory — Instrumental
Doxology — Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow UMH#95

Prayer of Dedication — Karen Murakami
Holy God,in these days that still feel like the time of Herod—when fear lingers, nights feel long,
and we are longing for you to break in—we bring these gifts as signs of our hope.

Just as you heard the cries of Zechariah, just as you drew near to the psalmist from the pit,
draw near to us now.Use what we offer—our resources, our hearts, our lives—to make room for
your good news in this world. Break into our fear with courage,into our waiting with your
presence,and into our giving with your grace. In hope, we pray. Amen.

Going Forth in God’s Holy Name
Faith in Action — The Ministry of Faith UMC Minister ‘Ainise Isama’u

Closing Hymn — O Come, O Come, Emmanuel UMH#211, v.1,2
Commission and Blessings Rev. Allison Mark

Passing of the Peace — Postlude


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations%203%3A55-57&version=CEB#fen-CEB-20411a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations%203%3A55-57&version=CEB#fen-CEB-20411b

