SENIOR PASTOR
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They won!! The Hawai’i Team won the title of Little League
World Series Champions! Woo! Whether you are from the
islands or not, it was quite exciting to read the daily news
as the Honolulu Little League Team advanced to represent
the West and then went on to win the championship game.
Now I don’t really follow baseball, but when your kid starts
playing with the Musubis in the Sansei League, you know
you need to bone up on your baseball lingo!
But the best part about this team winning the LL World Series was actually not the win. It
was HOW they got there. I was inspired by Coaches Gerald and Keith Oda and their team
as they literally ran (and stole bases) with the motto: WE > ME, that We is greater than Me.
That their team played together as a team; no names on the backs of their jerseys. That
alone, we are nothing, but together, we are everything.
That such inspiration and knowledge can come from a group of young people warms my
heart and reminds me of the texts that we have been reading through this summer, when
the prophet Jeremiah was reminded (Jeremiah 1:4-10) that even though he was young, all
he had to do was open his mouth and lead. God was with him. That as we read in Dawn
Miyashiro’s Celebration of Life, 1 Corinthians 13:1-13, that in our growing we learn to love
not only ourselves, but love one another, and not only that, but that love is the greatest of
these. And in the text from our Rally Sunday service, Hebrews 13 reminds us all that even in
the times we feel most alone or abandoned, when we need the rallying support of others
to do good in this world, we will ALWAYS have God. We > Me.
As the Honolulu Team played its way to the finish (Philipians 3:14-16), we too must strive to
be a team again. As a church, we have been and stayed active all through the pandemic, but
in our return, we recognize that it is at a speed that is exhausting and tiring for us. Hence
the reason, many of our ministries took a Summer Sabbath rest, from ministries, from two
worship services, from Bible Studies, and practices. And even in that break from ministries,
we recognized that life itself had not taken a Sabbath. Faith hosted four celebrations of life

for beloved in our congregation and community (three just last week alone), my own family was
not immune from COVID as we returned from our Family Reunion trip to the Pacific Northwest
(9 out of 15 family members succumbed to Covid upon re-entry), and there were always things
to prepare for and attend to, including a well-deserved Sabbath announcement from Rick Izumi,
which you will find on page 31. Using the month of August to reassess many of the ways we are
doing things post-pandemics means something that I myself must take to heart. We can’t all do it
ourselves. We recognize that when WE don’t support and nurture one another the ME tends to
burn out. I believe that life is all about relationships and that Christ always taught us how to enter
into relationship with others. So take a breathing moment, and indulge us in this exercise below…

That wasn’t so hard, was it? As we use this Fall
to reexamine our own relationships with others,
may we deepen our own relationship with God,
with Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit while we’re
at it!

May you always find God in your midst,

Rev. Allison K. Mark, Senior Pastor
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NIHONGOBU PASTOR

「敬老の日」
今年も私の大好きな敬老の日がやってきました。
コロナ禍で礼拝に参加できないシニア
の兄弟姉妹も多くいます。
日本語部ではフェイス教会の愛するシニアメンバーに喜びと
感謝の気持ちをもって9月10日にお弁当を準備したいと思います。特に英語部のプライ
タイマー・ミニストリーと合同で行う喜ばしい日を嬉しく思います。
「胎内にいる時からになわれており、生まれる前から運ばれた者よ。
あなたがたが年を
とっても、
わたしは同じようにする。
あなたがたが、
しらがになっても、
わたしは背負う。
わ
たしはそうしてきたのだ。
なお、
わたしは運ぼう。
わたしは背負って、救い出そう。」
イザヤ
46:3-4
年をとったら、主に背負ってもらい、主に守られることを信仰により覚えさせられ感謝で
す。主の特別な愛情を感じる日。敬老の日おめでとうございます！
September is my favorite month, because, we get to celebrate “Keiro-nohi” together, just like what I used to do in Japan.
Nichigo minsitry would like to show “Kansha”(thankfulness) by providing
a special Bento to our Ji-chan & Ba-chan on September 10. Just like
last year, we will celebrate together with the Eigo-bu Prime-time ministry.
And this year, the Nichigo Ping-Pong ministry will be packing the karaage
bento for us.
Ji-chan & Ba-chan, I know how much you have loved our church family
and supported us. We give thanks to our God for all our Ji-chan & Bachan for their deep love and wisdom.
Keiro-no-Hi Omedetoo-Gozaimasu!
平田
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The Prime Timers ministry is open to all seniors and
retired members of our community. We hope that you
will join us for one of our upcoming events.

Saturday, September 10, 2022

Keiro-no hi
Celebration
“A day to honor older adults, to express appreciation
and gratitude for their contribution to society,
and to celebrate their longevity and vitality.”

PRIME TIMERS

For more information about the Prime Timers,
please contact: Chris Kamatani (310) 612-7826.

https://www.keiro.org/features/keiro-no-hi-holiday

Please join us as we honor YOU,
our beloved Elders, and celebrate your vitality!
10:00 – 11:30 am
Let’s gather for a time of fellowship and to participate in some fun
craft activities. We will open up the Fellowship Hall
for socializing and sharing stories.
Masks will be required and we will maintain social distancing.
11:30 – 12:00 noon
Nichigo will provide KARAAGE BENTO TO GO.

Call the church office to sign up
for a bento! (310) 217-7000
RSVP Deadline: September 7
24
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CHURCH LIFE COORDINATOR

Ministry Fair fuels the fire
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At the recent Ministry Fair held this past Sunday, August 28th, about 15 of mission and
ministries of Faith UMC were exhibited, allowing the congregation and community to get
up close and personal with the many opportunities available for affirming their faith. This
annual fair was held in the Fellowship Hall, while providing a space in the Activity room and
outside for people to eat. Let me not forget the opportunity they had to review the late
great Dawn Miyashiro’s book collection in the patio. It was a unique after worship service
experience for everyone.
Growing up, I loved when it was Ministry Fair time! Ministry is designed to bring as many
opportunities together as possible to encourage the Christ’s body to find and connect
with a ministry that can utilize their God-given talents. As we work to fuel the fire for
His kingdom, we recognize that God has called each of us to serve Him in some capacity.
Ministry Fair allows church and community members to find a way to put their faith in
action. Guess what? That’s exactly what I saw this past Sunday!
Representatives from the ministry that participated went all out, whether it was in their
table displays, providing valuable information, or sharing experiences working with their
projects, highlighting the spiritual, emotional and social blessings that came with it. I could
not help but to think about Rev. Allison’s sermon right before the Ministry Fair. She spoke
of the inspired motto we will be borrowing from the Hawaii Little League, as this year’s
theme for this Fall & our Stewardship Campaign: We > Me, We, greater than Me. How
fitting the event was for such a time like this. That together WE can make a greater impact
in this world, in God’s world. That by staying together, working together, doing ministry
together -- we will create better and stronger relationships from the inside out.
We pray that in the next Ministry Fair, all our missions and ministries can all come out to
share and see it as a way of evangelism and welcome for Faith United Methodist Church.
We are not only taking in Christ, but also giving out Christ. If everybody at Faith UMC were
to reach out to three people, then everyone in this community would know the love of
Christ. I can’t wait!
Blessing to you all,
‘Ainise Isama’u
Church Life Coordinator
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THE GARDEN MINISTRY

Hi Friends and Families,
First off Thank you to all those who came out to Rally Sunday and participated in
our Hot Dog Plate Lunch! It was so good to see the congregation, youth and youth
families gathering together! The Youth did an amazing job serving! We are so excited
to get started for this Fall and to bring the Youth Ministries back. The Youth Advisers
and I have worked hard to put together a calendar and schedule for the Youth this
Fall and we hope that this transition will be a great time for families and youth to
join together! The Youth each month will have Friday Night Fellowships on the 2nd
and 4th Fridays, Study Nights on the 3rd Wednesdays and Youth Group Time on
Sundays from 12:30pm-2pm. More information and calendar will be shared soon
to all who are interested in joining us. Please let me know if you would like to be
added to our email chain. Thank you again for all your continuous love and support
for the Youth, especially through the last few years. God has been with us through
the ups and downs and we are excited to see all he has planned for us this year!
God Bless,
Darrell Mark
Faith UMC Youth Director
24
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YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
During the month of August, Faith Young Adult Ministries has restarted a new
weekly Bible Study and Hangout schedule co-facilitated by Kelvin Matsumoto
and Chris Doughty. Join a young adult online Bible Study or in-person Dinner
and Hangout every Thursday. Invite a friend, bring a co-worker. Together let’s
grow in Faith! For Pastoral Care of Spiritual Needs, please contact Rev. Allison
Mark, revallison@faithsouthbay.org or by phone.
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WELCOME BACK PASTORS
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WORSHIP SERVICES

through the study of the Holy Bible. Listed below are the lectionary scripture readings for
the month of September. Our Pastors, TGIF and MYF Directors generally preach from one
of the lectionary passages in our Worship Services. We invite you to study these passages
in preparation for our worship time as well as a means of growing deeper in Christ.

September 4 - 13th Sunday After Pentecost
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Philemon 1:21
Luke 13:25-33
September 11 - 14th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28
Psalm 14
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10
September 18 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79: 1-9 or Psalm 4
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13
September 25 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22
Psalm 124
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

Communion Sunday
Sermon Series:
WE > ME

Welcome Back Pastors
We > Me:

When We Comes Before Me

LECTIONARY READING

Lectionary Readings Grow deeper in Christ by opening yourself to God’s Word,

SAC/Tongan Mission Sunday
We > Me:
Me to We

Keiro No Hi
We > Me:

You.Me.We.Us
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THANK YOUS
BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Celebration in Our Community

Birth of Camille Sophia Orleans-Iki,
August 13, 2022, to parents Rev. Eric
Iki & Crystal Orleans-Iki, and happy
grandparents, Donna & Darrell Iki

Birth of King Twins, Aleena MaryAnn
and Major Marcello King, July 22,
2022, to one of our Garden Families,
Amber & Mark King, older siblings,
Ayanna and Mason

recovery
Below are the most recent prayer concerns lifted up in the Faith Randy Sasaki, for health concerns and recovery
Millie Shimizu, for ongoing health concerns &
family; please keep these persons in your prayers…
rehabilitation
Linda Jung, health concerns
Karen Kato, for recovery and rehabilitation
Lisa Kuwabara, health concerns
Nobie Shiokari, for health and moving transitions
Kay Saxton, health concerns
Tommy Sakaguchi, brother of Gary Sakaguchi, advanced
Paul Tokashiki, health concerns
Parkinson’s Disease
Bill Maeda, health concerns
Rikio Izumi, recovering from a fall
Marcia Muntifering, friend of Rick Izumi, health concerns
Virginia Flood, health concerns
Grant Hanada, serious health concerns
Carolyn Hyatt, for health and recovery
Rev. Michael Hiranuma, health concerns
CELEBRATIONS OF OUR
Winnie Osaki, for her determination as she continues to heal, recover and
COMMUNITY
rehabilitate
Anna
Jovan
De
Guzman-Santos,
four years remission
Anthony Anderson, Sr., uncle of Sharon Sambat, health concerns
of cancer
Frank Matton, friend of Mari & Gary Sakaguchi, recovering from brain
surgery
For those experiencing loss...
Faye Toma, health concerns
Prayers for the Ito family and Hannah Yamamoto,
on the passing of Stanley Ito, August 31, 2022.
Ruth Taira, health concerns
A graveside service for Stanley will be held on
Ola Filemoni, health concerns
September 28, at Green Hills Memorial Park
at 11:00am. Dress code: Aloha attire to honor
Hannah Han, young friend of Giselle Takara, health concerns
Stanley’s Maui roots.
Karlynn Fernandez’s husband, friend of Takako Okubo, health concerns
Prayers for Darryl & Christine Noda and family, on
Sumi Horii health concerns
the passing of Darryl’s brother, Alan Noda, August
June Sato, health concerns
27, 2022
Angie Torres, friend of Patty Kobayashi, health concerns
Prayers for the Sasaki family, on the passing of
patriarch Walter Sasaki, August 13, 2022. A service
Victoria DelaTorre, who continues her recovery
for Dr. Sasaki will be held on Saturday, October 15,
Sue Hasegawa, healing and recovery
2022 at 10:00am at Faith UMC
Pastor Karen Murata and family, as her husband, James goes through
Prayers for Alice Mark, Eva Nishi and family on the
health issues
passing of their brother, Fred Yee
Diana Ueda-Banda, who continues her recovery
Prayers for Sue Hasegawa and family on the
Ruthie Small, friend of Susan DeGracia, health concerns
passing of Yo Hasegawa
Annie Nakao, Friend of Jason Sasaki, whose father passed
Prayers for Susan Nozaki and family on the passing
Ginny Yamamoto who continues her recovery
of Keiji Nozaki
Ruth Hirata, who has been moved to a Boarding Care facility
Prayers for the Iba family on the passing of Beverly
Iba
Kim & Kaitlyn Sabedra, friends of Jason Sasaki, as Kaitlyn has been
recovering from surgery
Prayers for the Imai family on the passing of Osi
Shale Mahaffey, Maxine & Roger Butcher’s granddaughter, health
Imai. The Imai family has invited those who knew
concerns
Osi to his graveside service on Saturday, October
22, 2022 at 9:30am at Green Hills Memorial Park.
Julie Inouye, health concerns
Cathy Chun, health concerns
Prayers for the Yamasaki family on the passing of
Mitsuru Yamasaki
Raquel M. Martinez, healing, recovery & restoration
Baby Charlotte Cook, friend of Rev. Allison, recovering from heart surgery Prayers for Gilbert Vinluan and family on the
passing of Gerda Vinluan (mother of Gilbert and
Kay Mui, aunt of Julie Inouye, diagnosed with breast cancer
wife of retired UMC pastor Rev. Dr. Ben Vinluan.)
Susan Mizuki, wife of Rev. Ruy Mizuki, health concerns
Prayers for the family of Linda Quon on the passing
of her brother, David Kayano
Harriet Tateyama, health concern
Layne Nakasone, for ongoing health concerns
Prayers for the family of Ray Isa on the passing of
Eleanor Isa
Jayne &16
Tak Watanabe, recovery and transitions
Terri Matsumoto, for recovery
Chelsea Yamamoto, granddauther of Jane Kiyohara, for healing and

IN OUR PRAYERS

CONCERNS OF OUR COMMUNITY

15

DEDICATED TO THE
FAITH UMC MINISTRY

SPECIAL OFFERINGS

Sumi Maruya
Nancy Matsushima
Karen Sakoda
Barbara & Lawrence Takumi
In memory of Stephen Bullard
Elaine & Donald Yoshida
In memory of friend,
Gus Hanaoka
Norma Ishigo
Jean Seki
Ginny Yamamoto
In memory of Yo Hasegawa
Diane & Brian Fujimori
George & Ellen Hokama
Ray Isa
Norma Ishigo
Jane Kiyohara
Greg & Ally Kubo
Sue Kunisaki
Gail Murakami
Sally Sasaki
Ginny Yamamoto
Elaine Yoshida
In memory of Beverly Iba
Toku Matsuoka
In memory of Elaine Ishikawa
16
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Masako & Preston Akiyama
Audrey Goto
Jenny & Dennis Harada

Danny Hirata
George & Ellen Hokama
Jack Honda & Family
Norma Ishigo
Alice Kajiya
Beverly Kambe
Jane Kiyohara
Sam & Barbara Kobayashi
Georgine Morita
Lorraine Nakama
Susan Nozaki
Karen Sakoda
Sally Sasaki
Barbara & Lawrence Takumi
Ginny Yamamoto
Elaine Yoshida
In memory of Osi Imai
Ray Isa
Alice Mark
Sally Sasaki
Eugene & Gladys Sunada
Vickie Tani
Sandy & Richard Uyeunten
In memory of Eleanor Isa
Wing & Linda Quon
In memory David Kayano

Beverly Kambe
Sally Sasaki
Elaine Yoshida
In memory of
Dawn Miyashiro

Georgine Morita
Susan Nozaki
Elaine Yoshida
In memory of Keiji Nozaki
Alice Sasaki
In memory of
Bob & Walter Sasaki
Colleen Tani
Robin Toma
In memory of
Dave & Shirley Taira
Colleen Tani
Robin Toma
In memory of
Joe & Lorraine Tani
Faye Toma
In memory of
Robert & Scott Toma
Ned Morioka
In memory of Rudy Tsujimura
Danny Hirata
George & Ellen Hokama
Vickie Tani
In memory of Gerda Vinluan
Ginny Yamamoto
In memory of
Blackie Yamamoto

Sumie & Tak Horii
Georgine Morita
In memory of Mits Yamasaki
Beverly Kambe
Alice Mark
Wing & Linda Quon
Sally Sasaki
Fred Yamamoto
In memory of Fred Yee
Beverly Kambe
Stephen Bullard Music
Ministry Fund
Ned Morioka
In celebration of
Mason & Natalie Morioka
Ned Morioka
In celebration of
M. Martinez graduating from
St. Mary
Elaine Yoshida
In celebration of
Granddaughter, Jamie Sato,
for receiving her Ph.D degree
in the School of Psychology
from North Carolina State
University
Kathy Miya
Backpack Ministry Donaton
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Nancy Matsushima
Blessed Bento Donation
Masako & Preston Akiyama
FUMC General Fund
Donation for care & concern
Jean Seki
Good News Donation
Natalie De Guzman
Music Ministry Donation
Jane Kiyohara
Joan & John Minamide
Nihongobu Ministry
Donation
Masako & Preston Akiyama
Prime Timers Donation

IN KIND DONATION
Torrance Bakery (Gardena)
for donating pastries &
cookies for Sunday Fellowship
Karen Ageno
(23) knitted scarves,
(1) knitted hat for VA clients
Diane Iwata
clothes donated for Little Store
& Hope on the Streets
Mina Kono
Halloween decoration items
Joan Minamide
(3) prayer blankets
Lorraine Nakama
(24) knitted octopets;
(26) knitted hats
Barbara Takumi
Labels for Little Store & bake
sale & (5) cardboard food
trucks

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

4 COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:00 a (S) Nihongobu Worship Service
10:30 a (S) Worship
10:30 a Garden Sunday School
12:30 p (Chen) TGIF/MYF
1:00 p (F) Hula Ministry
6:00 p (A, P) Ping Pong

5 Office Closed
9:00 a (online) Faithful Healing
7:00 p (online) J-Manga
7:00 p (F) Troop 719

6
9:45 a (S) Sakura Chorus
10:30 a (online) Bible Study
6:00 p (F, A, P, 16-20) Troop 719
7:00 p (online) Garden Teachers
Meeting
7:30 p (online) Trustees

11
9:00 a (S) Nihongobu Worship Service
10:30 a (S) Worship
10:30 a Garden Sunday School
12:00 p (A, P) UMW Executive Board Meeting
12:00 p (online) Youth Advisor
12:30 p (Chen) TGIF/MYF
3:00 p (F) Girl Scout 5365

12 Office Closed
5:30 p (online) Re-entry Meeting
6:00 p (F, A, P) Girl Scout 14845
7:00 p (online) Youth Parent Mtg
7:30 p (online) Nihongobu Bible
Study

13
9:45 a (S) Sakura Chorus
10:30 a (online) Bible Study
11:30 a (K) MSG
6:00 p (F, A, P, 16-20) Troop 719
7:00 p (online) SPRC

18
9:00 a (S) Nihongobu Worship Service
10:30 a (S) Worship
10:30 a Garden Sunday School
12:30 p (Chen) TGIF/MYF
1:00 p (F) Hula Ministry

25
9:00 a (S) Nihongobu Worship Service
10:30 a (S) Worship
10:30 a Garden Sunday School
12:00 p (online) Open Arms
12:30 p (Chen) TGIF/MYF
3:00 p (F) Girl Scout 5365
6:00 p (A, P) Ping Pong

18

MONDAY

19 Office Closed
9:00 a (online) Faithful Healing
7:00 p (online) J-Manga
7:00 p (online) Social Action

26 Office Closed
5:30 p (online) Re-entry Meeting
7:30 p (online) Nihongobu Bible
Study

20
9:45 a (S) Sakura Chorus
10:30 a (online) Bible Study
6:00 p (F, A, P, 16-20) Troop 719
7:00 p (online) Finance

27
9:45 a (S) Sakura Chorus
10:30 a (online) Bible Study
6:00 p (F, A, P, 16-20) Troop 719
7:00 p (online) Ad Council

WEDNESDAY

7
8:30 a (F, A) Senior Hangout
2:45 p (F) Music Lesson (KM)
6:30 p (S) Choir Practice
7:00 p (S) String/woodwind
practice
7:00 p (F) Cub Scouts
(Leadership meeting)
7:00 p (online) Bible Study

14
10:00 a (F) Women’s in Transition
2:45 p (F) Music Lesson (KM)
6:30 p (S) Choir Practice
7:00 p (S) String/woodwind
practice
7:00 p (online) Bible Study

THURSDAY

1
10:30 a (F) Logos Bible Study
7:00 p (online) Blessed Are you
7:00 p (S) Five Strand Practice
7:30 p (online) Simple Church:
Bible Study

2
9:30 a (F) Continuing Ed. for
Nikkei Widowed
7:00 p (S) One Love Band Practice

8
7:00 p (S) Five Strand Practice

9
8:00 a (offsite) Men’s Breakfast
7:00 p (F, A, P) Cub Scouts
7:00 p (S) One Love Band Practice
7:30 p (K) Nichigo/Prime Timers
Prep

15
10:30 a (F) Logos Bible Study
7:00 p (online) Blessed Are you
7:00 p (S) Five Strand Practice
7:30 p (online) Simple Church:
Bible Study

21
8:30 a (F, A) Senior Hangout
2:45 p (F) Music Lesson (KM)
6:30 p (S) Choir Practice
7:00 p (S) String/woodwind
practice
7:00 p (online) Bible Study

22
7:00 p (S) Five Strand Practice

28 SHARED BREAD
2:45 p (F) Music Lesson (KM)
6:30 p (S) Choir Practice
7:00 p (S) String/woodwind
practice
7:00 p (online) Bible Study

29
10:00 a (A, P) Little Store setup
7:00 p (S) Five Strand Practice

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

3
8:30 a (Chen) Music Lessons-KM
8:30 a (S) Kids Ukulele Practice
9:00 a (K) Blessed Bento
10:15 a (P) Kids Ukulele Practice

10
8:00 a (Chen/K) Social Action
Sandwich Ministry
8:30 a (Chen) Music Lessons-KM
8:30 a (S) Kids Ukulele Practice
9:00 a (K) Nichigo/Prime Timers
Prep
10:00 a (F) Prime Timers
10:15 a (P) Kids Ukulele Practice
2:00 p (F) Kaila Minei packaging
		
hygiene kits
17
16
8:30 a (Chen) Music Lessons-KM
10:00 a (K) Keiro Bento Prep
7:00 p (S) One Love Band Practice 8:30 a (S) Kids Ukulele Practice
9:00 a (A, K) Keiro Bento Prep
10:15 a (P) Kids Ukulele Practice
11:30 a Keiro Bento Drive Thru

23
7:00 p (F, A, P) Cub Scouts
7:00 p (S) One Love Band Practice

30
9:00 a (A, P) Little Store setup
7:00 p (S) One Love Band Practice

24
8:30 a (Chen) Music Lessons-KM
8:30 a (S) Kids Ukulele Practice
10:00 a (online) COM Meeting
10:15 a (P) Kids Ukulele Practice
1:00 p UMW Food Drive
(front of church)
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FAITH MARKETPLACE
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COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES

Council on Ministries (COM)
The Mission of Council on Ministries (COM) is to support the coordination
of ministry events, support healthy communication between all ministries,
to nurture spiritual growth and nurture leadership skills.
COM has been busy with Ministry Safe Training Program (new Abuse
Awareness Training), we currently have 78 Ministry Leaders Trained so far!
Thank you Ministry Leaders for your commitment to safety!
Note: PLEASE DO NOT RENEW SAFE GATHERINGS IF YOU GET A NOTICE
We will be coordinating First Aid/CPR/AED Certifications in the near future
to ensure that our Faith Community is prepared for emrgencies.
All current ministry forms are available on our website. Please ensure you
have the most current version on the form.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Board of Trustees (BOT)
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The mission of the Board of Trustees is to help provide a safe, clean, wellmaintained environment in which people may come and work together to
serve Christ and to make disciples of Jesus Christ.
As part of our safety program, the BOT has been working on Active Shooter
Training and will be training Ministry Leaders. While gun violence is
something we rather not think about, the reality is that it happens. So we
want to be prepared as much as possible.
BOT continues to support worship needs on Sundays, support COVID
protocol as well.
BOT is asking for volunteers to help in teams to do church cleaning once
a month. Responsibility to include but not limited to (mopping Fellowship
Hall and Sanctuary, spraying down patio, spot cleaning walls). If you are able
to serve in this manner, please contact Tam Kobayashi (tamkobayashi18@
gmail.com)
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HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL
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BLESSED BENTO/KEIRO BENTO

As people of diverse faiths, we want our moral voices
to be heard and the right decisions to be taken on
climate justice. Our planet and all living things are
change has put both in a crisis. We organized our first
Faiths 4 Climate Justice to address this in 2021. 500+
grassroots actions across 43 countries. We plan to do
this again in 2022.
We will launch Faiths 4 Climate Justice on 2 October
and conclude it on the eve of COP27 on 6 November. COP27 is an annual conference bringing together
governments, companies, banks and NGOs worldwide under the United Nations banner to discuss climate
change. It is the perfect opportunity to make our moral voices heard and let every systemic actor know they
have a moral responsibility to address the climate crisis.
Faiths 4 Climate Justice 2022 means more actions, more diverse interfaith voices, and more opportunities
for grassroots communities to put pressure on governments, corporations, and big banks worldwide to
take climate change seriously. We invite you to join this year’s global month of action. Will you become an
endorser?				

Please sign up here

People or organizations who endorse our efforts will be listed on our website and receive a social media
shout-out. As an endorser, you commit to publicizing the global month of action and hosting one or more
events. Your organization will also be invited to special briefings and info sessions online. There is no financial
commitment.
Being an endorser means you also agree to our top three demands for Faiths 4 Climate Justice 2022. We’re
demanding that governments, corporations, and big banks:
•

Put an immediate end to new fossil fuel projects and deforestation

•

Ensure a rapid transition to 100% renewables and a fair phase-out of fossil fuels

•

Commit to a just transition for impacted workers and climate-vulnerable communities

SOCIAL ACTION: CREATION CARE

sacred, and must be protected. The threat of climate

Over 200 people and organizations committed to being endorsers in 2021. We want to exceed that this year
as our current crisis has only grown. We hope you can sign on to help ensure the voices of faiths across the
globe are heard.
In a spirit of love, justice, and compassion,
William
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BOY SCOUT TROOP 719

In the South Bay, Troop 719 has built a
reputation by executing the Scouting program
through its backpacking and high adventure
program. Each year, scout and adult leaders

26
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work together to prepare the scouts through
a series of progressively challenging weekend
hikes, culminating in the late summer with a
7-10 day trek known as “Long Term”. While
Long Term destinations have included treks
in the High Sierras, Utah, Northern California,
Yosemite, and Hawaii, Troop 719’s landmark
Long Term occurs once every five years when
the planned destination is Mt Whitney - at
14,508 ft, the highest point in the lower 48 states. Although our 5 year cycle was one year
delayed due to the Pandemic, 2022 became our “Mt Whitney Year”. 2022 is also a “Hi-Lo”
year where our program included a weekend visit to Bad Water Basin in Death Valley, the
lowest point in the US.
From July 21 through July 23 after a season of preparation, fundraising and conditioning,
35 scouts and adult hikers in three patrols began their treks in Sequoia National Park on
the western slope of the Sierras. Two patrols began their 73-mile trek over 10 and 11 days
on the world-famous High Sierra Trail among the giant Sequoias at Crescent Meadows;
while the third started their 60 mile trek over 9 days at Mineral King toward Franklin Pass.
All with hopes to peak Mt Whitney on July 30 and exit at Whitney Portal on July 31. Over
the course of the treks, we experienced great views from Franklin Pass and Kaweah Gap to
the crest and summit of Mt. Whitney. We had great weather for the first 6 days. However,
the later days of the trip brought monsoonal rains and thunderstorms as the scouts
put into practice setting up tents and helping each other in the heavy rain. The scouts
experienced great fishing at Franklin Lakes and along the Kern River where the rainbow
and brown trout were big. As we headed above 10,000 ft, many scouts and adults also

were able to catch and release a number of beautiful California Golden Trout, which were truly too
pretty to keep and eat. Adults and Scouts alike enjoyed the treat of Kern Hot Springs in Kern River
canyon where they were able to soak their sore muscles in the hot water. We were treated to our
first good sighting of Mt Whitney at beautiful Lower Crabtree Meadows and anticipation grew
as we positioned ourselves at Guitar Lake the day before our climb to the Peak. Peak day started
in the dark as patrols departed for the summit at intervals of 3AM, 4AM and 4:30AM. and we
were all treated to a brightening sky as the sun rose. All patrols successfully reached the summit
by 9:30AM and later began their long descent before the afternoon thundershowers hit toward
Whitney Portal; where all patrols exited the next day on July 31 and were greeted at the portal
by a group of parents and a smaller patrol comprised of 12 younger scouts and adults who earlier
completed a shorter trek in the Mammoth Lakes area.
Through our program, Scouts not only see and experience some amazing sights, they also grow in
character as they learn to work together and lead each other through the challenges and adversity
that inevitably arise over the course of a 10+ day trek. Our trek this year was no different as our
scouts worked through the challenges of heavy packs, minor injuries, bad weather, equipment
issues, and incomplete information. We also worked through contingency plans when our food
resupply schedule was delayed and when the unexpected Oak Fire pushed heavy smoke into the
area on day 3 as we prepared to hike out of Hamilton Lakes over Kaweah Gap.
The logistics of organizing and supporting multiple routes and base camps originating on the
western slope of the Sierras and all ending on the Eastern Sierra on a specific day was a complicated
logistical effort that required a lot of help and coordination. The support and action of our Charter
Organization Faith United Methodist Church, parents, Troop 719 alumni, and scout leadership
made this all possible. With our starting points in Crescent Meadow and Mineral King, peaking Mt.
Whitney at 14,508 feet, and ending as our patrols walked out of the Whitney Portal; this was an
epic Troop 719 journey for the ages on the High Sierra Trail!
Scoutmaster Rich Yamashita
Hikemaster John Machian
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OPEN ARMS: OKAERI LGBTG+ ALLYSHIP SYMPOSIUM
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SANDWICH MINISTRY

MASTER’S KITCHEN

FAITH HULA
VAN MINISTRY

Faith Van Ministry

& Ride Shares

We're restarting our Van Ministry for Sunday Mornings, but we need to know if you're interested,
need a ride, and what kind of support you need!
For the month of June, we will be "test-driving" our return of pick-ups and drop-offs on
the 3rd Sunday of the month, Sunday, September 18, 2022.
If you would like to arrange for a ride, please contact Glenn Sakurai at
communications@faithsouthbay.org or by calling the Church Office, 310.217.7000.
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If you would like to help DRIVE our seniors, please contact Glenn as well to be a part of the
vanpool driver rotation or if you can help with pick ups of seniors in areas near you!

WITH GRATITUDE…
Rick Izumi, has been a faithful member of Faith and has most recently served as our volunteer Interim Music
Director in the unfortunate passing of our beloved Music Director, Stephen Bullard in the Spring of this year.
Rick and Joyce have been dedicated to the music ministry for many years and we wanted to give Rick the
opportunity to share his message with the Faith Congregation regarding taking a Sabbatical from the Music
Ministry. This doesn’t mean he isn’t returning, but taking a deserved rest to take the time to be renewed and
filled again. (A longer version of Rick’s letter will be shared to the congregation via Faith E-News)
I want to start this letter with my thanks to Faith United Methodist Church for helping me foster my Christian
Faith. My family and I first came to this church for a visit at the invitation of Miles Watanabe, my very good
friend. I came to play in a band for a summer concert being held in the parking lot of the old North Gardena
United Methodist Church. That is where I first met Reverend Keith Inouye. He is the one who introduced me to
the Christian Faith. For that I am forever grateful.
I have been serving Faith for I think 29 years (or more) in various capacities. However, it was the Music Ministry
that was my calling to best serve our Lord and Savior. Starting the Music Ministry with Miles Watanabe so many
years ago, was a start to quite a journey. With the blessing of the Prime-Timers, we started with a five-year
plan with no budget. We used to do music gigs to raise money for our operational expenses. In two years, we
surpassed our five-year plan. God told us to aim high and we did. Then we met Steve Bullard. That was the start
of a partnership that lasted until April 2022. God bless his soul.
I have been blessed with the opportunity to teach hundreds of kids the love of our Lord through music. Teaching
kids has been the biggest joy in my church life. It was always my hope that kids would learn to rely on God in
everything that they do in their lives. “No matter what happens, God will always be with you”. To believe that
God will always carry you through life’s ups and downs. Even through the trials of life, where you may not see
hope, rest assured that God will be with you always.
I write this letter to Faith because at this point in my life, I am having difficulty trying to keep up with all that
the Music Ministry demands. I have been performing these duties for so many years with the exception of our
beloved choir.
•

Running the (currently four) kids worship bands,

•

assisting with the orchestra,

•

interim choir director,

•

Managing the adult worship teams,

•

Researching music and orchestrating songs
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•

Giving private music lessons

•

and coordinating the weekly music.

In addition, I have been asked to produce a Coffee House Fundraiser, a Christmas Choral Concert and another Musical
fundraiser. When I was younger these demands were not a problem. I am not so young anymore.
I had asked the SPRC for help by hiring a new Choir Director and Pianist to alleviate some of the workload. Originally
the SPRC wanted to hire a Music Director. At the time I didn’t think it was necessary to do so after the passing of Steve
Bullard. But now I believe that a new direction for the music ministry that the SPRC wanted to do may be the correct
one.
I would like to let our church know that I will be stepping down from my volunteer duties of running the music ministry.
I will be taking a long overdue sabbatical to take the time to rest, and to refresh and renew my love of God and the
Christian Faith. I also want to devote more time to my family. Please know that I have prayed about this a lot and have
agonized about this decision. I have spoken to many close to me about this decision.
I will start my sabbatical at the beginning of September 2022.
I hope that the Faith Family will understand and support me in my decision.
I would like to thank some people that have given so much to the music ministry. I hope that I have not forgotten anyone.
Kathy Miya who has never said no to me when I asked her for help. There would be no music ministry without her. Chad
Uemura who has given so much time and energy to this church. I don’t think people really understand what Chad has
done for Faith. Ken Ito who has shared his talents with the church and for instructing our kids. You are the BEST! Wade
Inouye who always shared his musical talents with our congregation no matter the task. I can’t thank you enough. Ainise
Isama’u for all your love and support for the music ministry. You are going to be a great pastor soon. Reverend Allison
Mark and all the Pastors before her who believed in the strength of our ministry and what it could do for Faith. Thank
you, Reverend Allison, for your 110% support and your direction to help us lift up God through our music ministry. Miles
Watanabe, my dear friend and without him, Faith would not have a music ministry. It was his original vision that got us
going on this path so many years ago. Steve Bullard, “my partner in crime” for all these years. I miss you dearly.
But I especially want to thank my wife Joyce Izumi, who has supported me and gave me all the time to devote to my
Faith and to this Church. She is the one who should really be credited in having a music ministry here at Faith.
I again want to thank the Faith Community for supporting me in something that I believed in for all these years. Faith
has given me the opportunity to dedicate half my life to this music ministry. I guess that I truly lost track of time.
I look forward to seeing what the future holds for me spiritually. Thank you to my Faith Family. May God’s grace always
bless you, each and every day.
Grace and Peace, Rick Izumi, Music Ministry Chair
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CHOIR DIRECTOR - Job Description
Employment Status: Part-Time (20 hours/week) Office Hours: Varies, as needed Report To: Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) and
Senior Pastor
GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES: Directs and coordinates the choirs of the church in a manner that enhances the spirit of worship and assists the
congregation in praising and serving God.
SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES: Directs and coordinates the choirs of the church, including the chancel choir, handbell choirs, other adult, youth
and children choirs, and contemporary worship team. Leads choir(s) during Sunday worship (currently one service per Sunday) and during
special worship services (as needed); and holds one rehearsal each week (currently Wednesday evening) except in August when the choir is
on break. Establishes a worshipful, positive feeling and movement in the worship service through the selection of music appropriate for the
worship themes and seasons. Assists the pastor(s) in the selection of music for the worship service. Collaborates with pastors and Finance
team to develop an annual budget for the music programs of the church and administers the budget/monitors expenditures, when approved
by Finance and the Administrative Council. Promotes growth and stability of choirs and development of musical skills through rehearsals and
coaching. Purchases music and related supplies within budget allocations. Administers and maintains the music library and other materials
related to the church choirs. Coordinates activities and cooperates with the pastoral staff, pianist/organist, as well as the office staff.
Performs other related tasks as maybe requested from time to time. Ensures compliance with all music policies and procedures as defined in
the “Music Ministry Policies and Procedures” document, developed in conjunction with SPRC. Coordinates choir music selections and schedules
with other musicians and musical groups within the church. Attends weekly staff meetings (when possible) and provide status/update specific
to goals, and activities for all areas of responsibility. Communicates requests for time off, vacation, office schedule changes to SPRC Meets with
SPRC (or its representative), at a minimum semi-annually or as needed, to review progress towards goals and objectives, and any other Church
issues as desired.
Accountability: 1. Administratively responsible to the Senior Pastor. 2. Ability to work extended hours during important church seasons such as
Christmas and Easter.
Skills Required: 1. Knowledge of music with an emphasis on church music. 2. Ability to teach choral music to adults, youth, and children.
3. Ability to work cooperatively with others; adults, parents, youth, and children. 4. Ability to work cooperatively with the church staff (both
pastoral and office).
Desired Qualifications: Sympathetic with the Christian faith and the doctrines of the United Methodist Church. Some familiarity with Christian
lexicon and vocabulary. Interpersonal skills for a team environment
Compensation: Hourly Rate - Ranging from $18/hour - $23/hour (depending on experience)
Contact: Faith United Methodist Church, communications@faithsouthbay.org with your resume/curriculum vitae. You will be contacted by
Faith Staff Parish Relations Committee regarding the interview process.
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Faithful Healing

Join Alan Saruwatari, CST, a shiatsu therapist and Qi Gong
practitioner at One, Natural Healing Center as he walks you
through ways to strengthen your natural healing abilities and
take an active role in the healing process through a meditation
that connects with your Christian faith. Feel God’s love as you
calm your mind, relax your body and brighten your spirit!

Every 1st and 3rd Mondays at 9:00am.
If you're interested: please email Alan Saruwatari at
One.nhc@att.net for zoom information.
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Tuesday Morning
Bible Study
We gather at 10:30am every Tuesday
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5883329633
If you’ve tried Bible studies before but found them difficult to
understand or irrelevant to your life, you should spend some
time with us. Our conversations are engaging, honest, and
practical. Come and enjoy!
If you're interested, please contact the church via email
communications@faithsouthbay.org or
call at (310) 217-7000.

mid-week bible study
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED:
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH VIA EMAIL:
COMMUNICATIONS@FAITHSOUTHBAY.ORG
OR CALL AT (310) 217-7000.
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Blessed Are You
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YOU CAN GET IN TOUCH WITH THE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS OF YOUR
GROUP VIA THEIR CHURCH EMAILS AND/OR CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE
(310) 217-7000
Women in Transition (WIT)
Women’s Grief & Support
Group (WGSG)
Next meeting: September 14, 10am

We welcome all women to join us for encouragement,
support, fellowship & spiritual growth as we journey
through various transitons in our lives, such as loss
of loved ones, friends, job, health & loneliness. We
have launched TWO separate tracts for our group:
Women’s Grief & Support Group (WGSG) and
Women in Transitions (WIT). The first tract is for
those experiencing loss and grief and would like
to process together. The second tract is a group
discussion on what it means to move into new
transitions. We will join together again for lunch.
Rev. Allison and Minister ‘Ainise Isama’u will cofacilitate these two tracts.
For more information contact Rev. Allison,
communications@faithsouthbay.org

Next meeting: September 7 & 21
8:30-11:30am

Senior Hangout has returned to meeting at Faith
with a new day of the week! Wednesdays! Due to
current COVID-19 protocols still in place, we are
asking that all Senior Hangout participants register
and are vaccinated.
Join us for a few hours of fun, fellowship and
refreshments. We play games such as hanafuda,
hand-and-foot, 21 and mahjong. If you are not a
game person, you can sit around and “talk story”,
quilt or get help with your ipad or smartphone. Bring
a friend for this wonderful fellowship time.
Coordinators: Joanne Sato and David Sato. For more
information, contact Joanne Sato or contact the
church office, communications@faithsouthbay.org

MOCHI CLUB: MISO & TOFU Parenting Groups
Mochi Club: Family Movie Night
We’ll be inviting Moms and Dads with children of all ages to participate in a newly
resurrected MISO (Mom’s in Search Of group) and group for Dads (TOFU: The OpenHearted Father’s Unite? Ok, we’re still working on it, folks!). Planning outings, gatherings,
and events for parents and families, this collective group of other parents can share
knowledge and experiences in parenting with one another. If you are interested and
want to participate, please contact Church Life Coordinator, Minister Ainise Isama’u
akisamau@faithsouthbay.org so we can start planning our groups!
38

YOU CAN GET IN TOUCH WITH THE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS OF YOUR
GROUP VIA THEIR CHURCH EMAILS AND/OR CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE
(310) 217-7000

The Caregivers’ Support provides support to adults
who are caring for aging parents and spouses. We
also provide resources in the fields of elder care,
Alzheimer’s disease, and other end-of-life issues.
On Keiro No Hi Sunday, September 25 after
Worship, we will hold a “5-Wishes Workshop”
which is helpful for Caregivers, Seniors, and their
children. Joanne Sato will facilitate. This fall we will
also be inviting speakers to lead us in workshops on
Fall Prevention, and other topics of interest to the
Faith Community
Please do contact Karen Ageno or the church office
for Caregiver Resource information..
communications@faithsouthbay.org

Men’s Support Group (MSG)
Next meeting: September 13, 11:30am

The Men’s Support Group is mainly for widowers.
We share the experience of loss of loved ones, but
also explore redefining their lives and significance
in face of this loss. They meet to (1) experience
cooking and sharing foods together under the
leadership of Ralph Ichikawa, and (2) listen to
participants’ life experience as they see their
significance in light of Christian belief.

Open Arms
Support
Group
Last Sunday of Month, 12:00 pm (online)

The Open Arms Support Group’s mission is to
provide a place of love and support for lesbian,
gay, bi-sexual, transgender and queer individuals
(LGBTQ), as well as for their families, friends
and allies. In addition to promoting a greater
understanding and respect, the group seeks to
provide educational resources related to LGBTQ
issues and challenges.
Our goal is to become an inclusive faith community
that embraces all individuals regardless of ethnicity,
race, color, nationality, age, physical ability, family
structure, social or economic status, sexual
orientation or gender identity. It is our hope and
prayer that whoever wishes to participate fully
in the life and ministry of Faith UMC may do so
freely, openly and unconditionally in accordance
with God’s plan and grace.
Please feel free to contact Derek Murakami
openarms@faithsouthbay.org.

For more information, contact
Mas Oshiro or contact the church office.
communications@faithsouthbay.org
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FAITH STAFF

Growing deeper in Christ
Going farther for Christ

Senior Pastor

Rev. Allison Mark		 revallison@faithsouthbay.org

Associate Pastor

Pastor Becky Hirata		 nichigo@faithsouthbay.org

Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Dr. Hidemi Ito		 pastoralcare@faithsouthbay.org

Church Life Coordinator

Minister Ainise Isama’u

Interim Music Director

		

Youth Director

Darrell Mark		 youth@faithsouthbay.org

akisamau@faithsouthbay.org
communications@faithsouthbay.org

Office Coordinator
Sandy Kiyohara		 admin@faithsouthbay.org
			communications@faithsouthbay.org
Finance Secretary

Rachel Leung		 finance@faithsouthbay.org

Audio/Visual Ministry

Chad Uemura		 audiovisual@faithsouthbay.org

Program & Project Coordinator

Julie Inouye		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Garden Directors

Kelley Mizukami, Traci Saruwatari,		 children@faithsouthbay.org
Amanda Taketa

Social Action

Gary Nakata		 outreach@faithsouthbay.org

Organist

Amy Higa		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Lay Leaders

Shari Chang, Chris Kamatani,
Derek Murakami

communications@faithsouthbay.org

Council on Ministries

Tam Kobayashi

communications@faithsouthbay.org

Nihongobu Lay Leader

Sayaka Shigeta, Mike Kuwabara		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Administrative Council

Jane Matsumoto		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Finance

Scott Fujita		 finance@faithsouthbay.org

Board of Trustees

Neal Miyake		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Custodial

Maria Arevalo		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Staff Parish Relations

Derek Taira		 sprc@faithsouthbay.org

West District Superintendent

Rev. Mark Nakagawa 		 westdistrict@calpacumc.org

L.A. Area Resident Bishop

Bishop Grant Hagiya		 bishop@calpacumc.org
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