SENIOR PASTOR

Circles of Love

Due to a need to replace parts for our broken Riso copy
machine, our Good News Letter is a few days delayed,
which missed the first day of May, which for those in
Hawai’i would have celebrated, “LEI DAY,” as a celebration
of aloha, flowers, and the royalty of the Hawaiian islands
is lifted up in storytelling through dance. I remember
picking flowers and learning how to string plumeria
and pikake lei as well as braiding ti leaf strands. I was
taught that the circle of lei, when presented symbolizes
friendship, celebration, honor, or greeting; a never
ending circle of love. In essence, a lei is a symbol of Aloha.
As we live into our season of Easter, we are tasked to remember that, “Love Starts Here!”
Meaning that in Christ’s resurrection, we are to be ever-reminded of God’s greatest sacrifice
and resurrection of Christ; God’s never-ending Love. Tasked with being the bearers of God’s
Love and Light in the world, we are called to share that never-ending circle of love with
others, the neighbors we are called to love. So how well are we doing as people of Faith?
The month of May used to be the month that Faith feverishly prepared and shared with our
community our Matsuri of Faith. Due to the trailing end of the COVID-19 pandemic, holding a
large event still felt premature for the safety of our congregation and for our neighborhood.
So if you had been able to participate in the first of several Faith Marketplaces on April
23rd, you were able to experience a “mini-Matsuri” of sorts, but with elements of Matsuri.
With a focus on Earth Day, with recycling booths, plant and earthworm sales, a Rice and
Things food booth and a Bake Sale which sold out in less than two hours, our community got
back into the swing of things with quick visits and fellowship in between! Neighbors came
over to check it out and brought wagons full of recycling and supported Faith’s fundraising
efforts. And to date, I believe it is safe to say that we met our goal of raising up to $7-8,000
(we’ll report our fundraising efforts after the last bags of Clothes4Cash are recorded). A
thanksgiving to all can be found on page 22! And stay tuned for more Faith Marketplaces
throughout the year (With more “best of Matsuri” elements of food, entertainment,
shopping, and fun!)
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May is also a month filled with celebration of Mother’s, Asian Pacific Islander Heritage
Month, and also our beloved Stephen Bullard, Director of Music Ministry’s Celebration of
Life (page 19). The month of May at Faith is returning with returns of many ministries after
a long hiatus due to pandemic as well. A few include an informational meeting for those
interested in our Faith Hula Ministry (see page 32) and Senior Hang Out registration days
(see page 38).

Faith Missions and Ministries continue to support the re-entry of in-person services, studies, and
events, while also maintaining many of our on-line/virtual options for those who feel safer and
more convenient joining in ministry from home. We know that pandemic has changed some of
the ways that we have done church “traditionally” or “ritualistically,” but what the pandemic has
taught us that even in the midst of physical separation and as we were presented with a myriad of
unexpected changes, traditions, and challenges, Christ’s CHURCH, the body of Christ still prevailed–
we are still here.
For those of you paying attention to the larger United Methodist Church, there has been talks
of division and schism for a long time now. With a postponed General Conference (which also
prolonged the retirements of several of our Western Jurisdiction Bishops, including our own Bishop
Grant Hagiya), we see a larger church splintered over the issue of welcoming
Regardless, Faith UMC South Bay is still here. Serving God’s People. Serving God’s Neighborhoods.
Serving God’s World. Having had many conversations throughout the pandemic with members of
Faith as well as our South Bay community, please let us know if you are interested in participating,
leading, or volunteering in these areas of Faith growth:
• Visitation & Communion Steward Team (Shepherd’s Ministry)
• Pastoral Care or Spiritual Direction (individual or group)
• Evangelism & Membership (welcoming and supporting the Good News!)
• Neighboring Movement (community programs, Social action and justice opportunities)
• Small Groups & Affinity Groups (including Couple’s Enrichment, Family groups, Fellowship, Book
Clubs, Hiking groups, Creation Care, etc.)
• Caregivers Support: 5 Wishes Workshop for the congregation (Scheduled for Fall)
• Leadership Training (Worship, Council and Committee leadership, Bible Study/Teacher Training,
etc.)
• Vision & Strategizing for the future of Faith UMC (Dates TBA)
• Corazon House Builds are back! (we’re planning one for the Fall!)
As always, as we grow into our call to BE the church, spirituality it is really about grounding yourself
in your faith, recognizing how God is working in and through your life by using your gifts, talents,
and passions, and the church life helps you to facilitate your calling through faith in action. It seems
like a simple step process, but in between, we sometimes see the details aren’t always that easy.
But that is what your faith community is here for; to help you GROW in God’s love. To nurture and
support you in times of doubt or trials. And our prayer is to see each one of God’s children, blossom
and harvest the fruits of the labor!
Sending you all a Circle of Love,

Rev. Allison K. Mark, Senior Pastor
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NIHONGOBU PASTOR
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「お祝い月」
まだまだイースターの喜びが続く今日である。復活祭の日英合同礼拝では、子どもハンドベル
の演奏が可愛いくもあり楽しかった。皆で一緒に主を礼拝するのは素晴らしい！
5月はお祝い続きの月である。5月5日は子どもの日。そして、5月8日は母の日。5月1日と8日
は、2週続けて神様の祝福と感謝を込めて礼拝後お菓子が準備される。
「それから、
イエスは一緒に下って行き、
ナザレに帰り、両親に仕えておくらしになった。母はこ
れらのことをすべて心に納めていた。 イエスは知恵が増し、背丈も伸び、神と人とに愛された。」
（ルカ2:51－52）
イエス様のように、神と人に愛され、
すくすくと成長するように、子どもたちの
ために祈りたいと思う。
また、子どもを愛し育てるお母さんたちにも祝福があるように祈りたい。
母の日を覚え、5月14日は母の日ギフトボックスが準備される。
お母さんたちに感謝を覚える特
別な日でありますように。
さあ、心を尽くして主に感謝する月を持とう！
In May, we are busy celebrating Kodomo-no-hi and Mother’s Day. Kashi will be
prepared to remember two special Sundays on May 1 & May 8.
“Then he (Jesus) went down with them (his parents) and came to Nazareth, and
was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And
Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.” (Luke
2:51-52)
May 5 is “Kodomo-no-hi” and our prayer goes out to all the children to grow up
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men, just like Jesus. Also, we
pray and thank God for all Okaasan (mothers) who take care of Kodomo with so
much love.
On May 14th, a Mother’s Day gift box will be prepared from Nichigo. There will be
special gift for all Okaasan! We are so grateful for all Okaasan!      平田

Faith Nihongobu presents:

Haha-no-hi Celebration
祝：⺟の⽇
5/14/ 2022 (Sat) 11:30-12:00
Pick-up at Faith UMC Parking lot
フェイス教会駐⾞場でピックアップ
Enjoy Gift box!(Maki & Inari sushi, kashi, fruits)
ギフトボックスが準備されます！

Pre-order to Faith office by May 6th, 3pm
ご希望の⽅はオフィスに 5 ⽉ 6 ⽇までご連絡ください。
310-217-7000
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CHURCH LIFE COORDINATOR

Don’t Call Me the Best Mom Ever
Come Mother’s Day, our Facebook and
Instagram feeds will fill with loving messages
to mothers everywhere. From the excited
husband who posts doting stories about his
wife and their newborn to the granddaughter
who praises her grandmother with a picture
of last year’s vacation, Mother’s Day
celebrates great work that moms do across
ages and seasons.
I’m glad we do it. I think the work mothers do to raise children and make a
home is valuable and vital to our society, and it may be the only thanks some
moms get all year.
But our public celebrations often rank moms on their accomplishments, what
they do or don’t do on behalf of their kids. Mother’s Day has moved from a
celebration of mothers’ roles to an unspoken competition for who does the
most—or even the least.
Take the loving families who label their matriarchs the #bestmomever. As kids
and husbands proudly declare, the best moms are the ones who stay up late
with the baby and get up early to make breakfast. They make cookies for the
soccer team and keep the garden blooming for spring. They run 5Ks while
pregnant. They romance their husbands and keep the playroom tidy. (Seriously,
these posts can go from moving tribute to “check out my awesome wife” really
fast.)
Who are these women who can juggle all these aspects of life without
breaking a sweat? So many moms deny wanting to “have it all,” but when you
look at their schedules, that’s what they’re gunning for: a nice house, wellbehaved kids, clean kitchen, and dinner by 5:30. And when the rest of us pale
in comparison to the real or imagined “best moms” we know—we either feel
sorry for ourselves or boast in our failures.
6
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That’s why posts and videos celebrating the hot mess moms go viral. Women
proudly show off their own #momfails. Of course, these posts are often quite
funny and a welcome relief for stressed-out parents. But our messes shouldn’t

define our motherhood, especially not on Mother’s Day. It’s a Supermom contest
or a Mom Fail contest on the one day a year we should be loved for simply being
a mom. The hashtag craze on Mother’s Day, and every day, comes from our own
hyperbolic culture.
I am not the best mom ever. Not close. Still, I absolutely believe I am the mom my kid
needs and, God-willing, a good parent to Polyana. For me, being called the best feels
like padding my ego on a good day and a downright lie on a bad one.
Motherhood has been less of a journey of personal accomplishments and more an
ongoing reminder of my limitations. Call me the best mom, and all I’ll think of are
the ways I’m not: my short temper, my texting habit, my homemaking skills that pale
in comparison to other mothers I know. The only reason I can do this work that God
has called me to is because I don’t do it alone.
God has come through with gifts of patience and grace that I cannot claim as my
own. Plus, I have a husband who helps, a list full of aunties that would step in at
any time to stay with my daughter, and friends who offer to help whenever Polyana
becomes too much to handle. As a mom who has her limits, I feel like I’m gaming the
system. I don’t have it all, but what I do have is not thanks to me alone.
I’m also far from the worst mom. As others suggest around this time of year, we
cannot forget the ongoing suffering endured by those whose mothers were abusive,
absent, or distant. There are, in our broken world, bad mothers.
This Mother’s Day, I am not out to be evaluated by how much or how little I put on
my plate, how busy my schedule, or how clean my home. I want to be appreciated
for the mom I am to my child, because no one else but me can be that for them. My
identity as a mother includes both the ways I work for her good and the ways I admit
that I need help.
I simply need to be the mom God made me to be, to the child God created for me.
Instead of striving for the best or embracing the worse, I hope to be the kind of mom
who repents when I sin, admits my limitations, and asks God for more grace the next
day.
Blessings,
‘Ainise
Church Life Coordinator
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THE GARDEN MINISTRY

Sunday School Classes:
Preschool - Kindergarten - 1st grade
2nd grade - 3rd grade
4th grade - 5th grade
For zoom class information, please email:
faithumc.garden@gmail.com.
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DAY CAMP

YOUTH MINISTRY

Hi Friends and Families,
I hope you all had a fruitful and uplifting Lenten season as well as an
amazing Easter with family and friends! During the month of April we had
great turnouts to our Friday Night Movie Nights and to our Sunday Cooking
Workshops! Thank you to all those who have been joining us in our transition
back to a regulated schedule. As we head into the month of May we will
be continuing to meet on the 2nd and 4th Fridays for Fellowship Night and
on Sundays from 12:30pm - 2:00pm for Youth Group Time. All events are
open to 6th Graders to 12th Graders! As Summer quickly approaches Junior
High Camp and Asian Camp Registration is opening up. We will be hosting
a meeting this month to learn more information regarding Camps and their
protocols. Camp will be in person this Summer at Camp Lodestar. If you have
any questions regarding Camps or Youth gatherings, please let us know.
Thank you for all your continuous support and prayers for the youth!
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God Bless,
Darrell Mark
Faith UMC Youth Director

SUMMER CAMP 2022

SAVE THE DATES

SUMMER

CAMP 2022
J U N I O R H I G H C A M P JUNE 26
JULY 1
JULY 24
ASIAN CAMP
JULY 29
WHERE: CAMP LODESTAR, WILSEYVILLE, CA
REGISTER NOW ON NJAUMCCAMPS.ORG
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YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
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Contact RevAllison@faithsouthbay.org or by phone for pastoral care or spiritual needs.

through the study of the Holy Bible. Listed below are the lectionary scripture readings
for the month of May. Our Pastors, TGIF and MYF Directors generally preach from one
of the lectionary passages in our Worship Services. We invite you to study these passages
in preparation for our worship time as well as a means of growing deeper in Christ.
May 1 - 3rd Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:1-6
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

Communion Sunday

May 8 - 4th Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

Mother’s Day

May 15 - 5th Sunday of Easter
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35
May 22 - 6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29
May 29 - 7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26
24

LECTIONARY READING

Lectionary Readings Grow deeper in Christ by opening yourself to God’s Word,

Heritage Sunday

Ascension of the Lord
15

WORSHIP SERVICES
During the month of MAY, join us in-person for worship services EVERY
Sunday! 8:30am IN-PERSON Traditional Worship will be a shorter, traditional
worship (with pre-recorded music). It is also our only VACCINATED ONLY
service. At 10:30am, join us for our Faithful Expressions Worship, OPEN TO
ALL.
Our Re-entry committee meets bi-monthly to help create the safest
atmosphere for those who wish to return to worshiping in person. (See ReEntry page for details.)
Faith will continue to offer both 8:30am and 10:30 and Nichigo Worship
services LIVE-streamed (Virtual) as well for those unable to attend in-person
worship. All services can be accessed anytime after our LIVE broadcast
from our website: www.faithsouthbay.org, Facebook, and YouTube LIVE @
FaithSouthBay
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THANK YOU

CONCERNS OF OUR COMMUNITY

Judy Hirsch, friend of Betty Kobata, health concerns

IN OUR PRAYERS

Below are the most recent prayer concerns lifted up in the Faith
Ginny Yamamoto who continues her recovery
family; please keep these persons in your prayers…

18

Ruth Hirata, health concerns
Kim & Kaitlyn Sabedra, friends of Jason Sasaki, as
Kaitlyn has been recovering from surgery
Shale Mahaffey, Maxine & Roger Butcher’s
granddaughter, health concerns
Elena Mora, friend of Donna Iki, on the loss of her
Linda Jung, health concerns
husband Richard
Lisa Kuwabara, health concerns
Julie Inouye, palm, left hand/chest pains, health concerns
Kay Saxton, health concerns
Cathy Chun, health concerns
George Harris, friend of Rick Izumi, health concerns
Raquel M. Martinez, healing, recovery & restoration
Paul Tokashiki, health concerns
Baby Charlotte Cook, friend of Rev. Allison, recovering
Mitsuru Yamasaki, health concerns
from heart surgery
Bill Maeda, health concerns
Tom Abueg, brother of Lisa Kiyohara, struggling with
COVID in Oregon
Marcia Muntifering, friend of Rick Izumi, health concerns
Dennis Mui, struggling with COVID
Grant Hanada, serious health concerns
Kay Mui, aunt of Julie Inouye, diagnosed with breast
Rev. Michael Hiranuma, health concerns
cancer
Robin Lee, friend of Rick Izumi, has been diagnosed with cancer
Susan Mizuki, wife of rev. Ruy Mizuki, health concerns
Winnie Osaki, for her determination as she continues to heal, recover and
Harriet Tateyama, health concern
rehabilitate
Layne Nakasone, son-in-law of Elaine Yoshida, who will
Anthony Anderson, Sr., uncle of Sharon Sambat, diagnosed with
be having a bone marrow transplant in AZ early May
Frank Matton, friend of Mari & Gary Sakaguchi, recovering from brain
Jayne & Tak Watanabe, recovery and hopful transitions
surgery
Leslie, Susie & Ellen Inouye, brother & sister-in-law & their daughter to Eleanor Isa, for peace and comfort during her illness
Darrel (Stephanie) Inouye, serious health concerns
Terri Matsumoto, for recovery
Faye Toma, health concerns
For those experiencing loss...
Ruth Taira, health concerns
Prayers for the Bullard family on the passing of
our beloved music director, Stephen Bullard
Ola Filemoni, health concerns
Prayers for Ken Sasaki and family on the passing
Hannah Han, 12 year old friend of Giselle Takara, diagnosed with cancer
of Miiko Horikawa, (sister of Ken).
for a second time
Karlynn Hernandez’s husband, friend of Takako Okubo, health concerns Prayers for Amanda Taketa and family on the
passing of her grandfather, Hidehiro Matsukawa
Ivy Toma, health concerns
Prayers for Natalie Yamaguchi and family on the
Sumi Horii health concerns
passing of Tom Yamaguchi.
June Sato, health concerns
Prayers for the Miyake family on the passing of
Jonathan Moore, friend of Takako Okubo, health concerns
Jack Miyake
Angie Torres, friend of Patty Kobayashi, health concerns
Prayers for Helen Hirano and family on the
Carol Dillinger, sister-in-law of Maxine Butcher, prayers for comfort
passing of her brother, Randy Fukumoto.
A private family Celebration of Life will be held for
Sonny Lazo, brother of Sharon Nakamoto, recovering from COVID-19
Randy on May 21, 2022
Victoria DelaTorre, who continues her recovery
Pearl Iizuka, health concerns
The Edmund and Kari Miyashiro Family would like
Kiyomi Guadagnolo, who continues to grow and recover
to invite the Faith Family to a Celebration of Life
Sue Hasegawa, healing and recovery
for Dawn Miyashiro on June 25, 2022. Details will
be shared shortly
Karen Murata and family, as her husband, James goes through health
issues
Diana Ueda-Banda, who continues her recovery
Ruthie Small, friend of Susan DeGracia, health concerns
Annie Nakao, Friend of Jason Sasaki, whose father passed
Mercedes Balboa and Rob Kaaa, friends of Rick Izumi
Jamie Parcon, friend of Rick Izumi, health concerns
Anna Jovan De Guzman-Santos, daughter of Natalia De Guzman, health
concerns
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SUNDAY

1 COMMUNION SUNDAY

MAY CALENDAR

8:30 a (S) Traditional Worship Service
9:00 a (S) Nihongobu Worship Service

2
9:00 a (online) Faithful Healing
7:00 p (online) J-Manga

10:30 a (S) Worship
10:00 a (online) Garden Sunday School
12:00 p (A, P) UMW Executive Board Meeting
12:30 p (Chen) TGIF/MYF
2:00 p (A, P) Confirmation & Membership
3:00 p (F) Girl Scout 5365
6:00 p (A, P) Ping Pong
8 MOTHER’S DAY
8:30 a (S) Traditional Worship Service
9:00 a (S) Nihongobu Worship Service

10:30 a (S) Worship
10:00 a (outdoor) Garden Sunday School
12:00 p (online) Youth Advisor
12:30 p (Chen) TGIF/MYF
2:00 p (A, P) Confirmation & Membership
6:00 p (A, P) Ping Pong
15
8:30 a (S) Traditional Worship Service
9:00 a (S) Nihongobu Worship Service

10:30 a (S) Worship
10:30 a (online) Garden Sunday School
12:30 p (Chen) TGIF/MYF
2:00 p (A, P) Confirmation & Membership
6:00 p (A, P) Ping Pong
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8:30 a (S) Traditional Worship Service
9:00 a (S) Nihongobu Worship Service

10:30 a (S) Worship
10:30 a (S) Garden Sunday School
12:30 p (Chen) TGIF/MYF
2:00 p (A, P) Confirmation & Membership
3:00 p (F) Girl Scout 5365
6:00 p (A, P) Ping Pong
29
8:30 a (S) Traditional Worship Service
9:00 a (S) Nihongobu Worship Service
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MONDAY

10:30 a (S) Worship
10:30 a (online) Garden Sunday School
12:00 p (online) Open Arms
12:30 p (Chen) TGIF/MYF
1:00 p (online) Town Hall Meeting
2:00 p (A, P) Confirmation & Membership
6:00 p (A, P) Ping Pong

9 Office Closed
5:30 p (online) Re-entry Meeting
6:00 p (F, A, P) Girl Scout 14845
7:00 p (online) Youth Parent Mtg
7:30 p (online) Nihongobu Bible
Study

16 Office Closed
9:00 a (online) Faithful Healing
7:00 p (online) Social Action
7:00 p (online) J-Manga

23 Office Closed
5:30 p (online) Re-entry Meeting
7:30 p (online) Nihongobu Bible
Study

30 Office Closed

TUESDAY

3
9:45 a (S) Sakura Chorus
10:30 a (online) Bible Study
6:00 p (F, A, P, outside Chen)
Boy Scout Troop 719
7:00 p (online) Garden Teachers Mtg
7:00 p (online) Board of Trustees

10
9:45 a (S) Sakura Chorus
10:30 a (online) Bible Study
11:30 a (F, K) MSG
6:00 p (F, A, P, outside Chen)
Boy Scout Troop 719
7:00 p (online) SPRC

17
9:45 a (S) Sakura Chorus
10:30 a (online) Bible Study
6:00 p (F, A, P, outside Chen)
Boy Scout Troop 719
7:00 p (online) Finance
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9:45 a (S) Sakura Chorus
10:30 a (online) Bible Study
6:00 p (F, A, P, outside Chen)
Boy Scout Troop 719
7:00 p (online) Ad Council

31
9:45 a (S) Sakura Chorus
10:30 a (online) Bible Study
6:00 p (F, A, P, outside Chen)
Boy Scout Troop 719

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

4
4:00 p (Chen) Music Lesson (KM)
6:30 p (S) Choir Practice
7:00 p (online) Bible Study
7:00 p (S) String/woodwind
practice

5
10:30 a (F) Logos Bible Study
7:00 p (online) Blessed Are You
7:00 p (S) One Love Band Practice
7:30 p (online) Simple Church
Bible Study

11
10:00 a (F) Women in Transition
4:00 p (Chen) Music Lesson (KM)
6:30 p (S) Choir Practice
7:00 p (online) Bible Study
7:00 p (S) String/woodwind
practice
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9:00 a (F) WISH
4:00 p (Chen) Music Lesson (KM)
6:30 p (S) Choir Practice
7:00 p (online) Bible Study
7:00 p (S) String/woodwind
practice

25 SHARED BREAD
4:00 p (Chen) Music Lesson (KM)
6:30 p (S) Choir Practice
7:00 p (online) Bible Study
7:00 p (S) String/woodwind
practice

12
7:00 p (S) One Love Band Practice

19
10:30 a (F) Logos Bible Study
7:00 p (online) Blessed Are You
7:00 p (S) One Love Band Practice
7:30 p (online) Simple Church
Bible Study

26
7:00 p (S) One Love Band Practice

FRIDAY

6

13
8:00 a (offsite) Men’s Breakfast

20

27
2:00 p (F) Cub Scouts 862

SATURDAY

7
8:00 a (offsite) Rummage Sale
8:30 a (Chen) Music Lessons-KM
8:30 a (S) Kids Ukulele Practice
9:00 a (K) Blessed Bento
10:15 a (P) Kids Ukulele Practice
2:00 p (S, F, A,P)
Stephen Bullard’s Memorial

14 RELAY FOR LIFE
8:00 a (Chen/K) Social Action/
		
Sandwich Ministry
8:30 a (Chen) Music Lessons-KM
8:30 a (S) Kids Ukulele Practice
10:00 a (F) Prime Timers
10:15 a (P) Kids Ukulele Practice

21
8:30 a (Chen) Music Lessons-KM
8:30 a (S) Kids Ukulele Practice
9:00 a (A) Keiro Bento Prep
11:30 a Keiro Bento Drive Thru
12:00 p (F) Fukumoto Memorial

28
8:30 a (Chen) Music Lessons-KM
8:30 a (S) Kids Ukulele Practice
10:00 a (online) COM Meeting
10:15 a (P) Kids Ukulele Practice
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE/ANNUAL CONFERENCE

For more information about the Prime Timers,
please contact: Chris Kamatani (310) 612-7826.

Saturday, May 14, 2022
10 –11:30 am • Church Fellowship Hall
As we return to in person gatherings, please join us for
some friendly rounds of B I N G O !

PRIME TIMERS

The Prime Timers ministry is open to all seniors and
retired members of our community. We hope that you
will join us for one of our upcoming events.

We will continue to exercise caution — and observe
safety measures including taking attendance, providing
adequate ventilation, social distancing, and disinfecting
of high touch areas. Masks will be required. To keep our
most vulnerable Seniors safe, we are requesting that all
attendees be fully vaccinated.
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BLESSED BENTO/KEIRO BENTO
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RE-ENTRY COMMITTEE

Although the US was declared “over the full-blown COVID-19” phase, the global pandemic of COVID-19 is
far from over. With vaccinations and even double-boosters, many of us feel safer, but KNOW that we are
not out of the woods yet, that even a vaccinated person can catch, carry, and transmit the virus (although
with a much lower severity rate). The Re-Entry committee has watched as the numbers in LA County
and the South Bay have fluctuated, and as the CDC, State of California, and LA County, have loosened
restrictions based on information and data, Faith has chosen to ensure the safest possible climate for our
congregation and community by taking a more cautious stance.
But we DO recognize the need and value to re-engage in life experiences. “Normal” is something that
we may not experience again in a “post-pandemic” era, but we continue to strive to return to a sense of
comfort and normalcy, through making safety a priority; reduced chairs, mask-wearing, and a bit of socialdistancing to respect those who need the space, cleaning, signing-in for attendance and contact tracing.
Worship spaces are set-up at half-capacities (Sanctuary: 120 chairs; Fellowship Hall: 130-160). Eating is
allowed in the Fellowship Hall, for a maximum of 10 round tables at 6 people each (equalling 60 people
max, including volunteers). Masks are required inside the church facilities with the exception of eating in
the Fellowship Hall. Participants are asked to put masks back on immediately after eating. Masks are not
required outside, but are encouraged. Eating outside is allowed and social distancing is encouraged. We
do not check vaccination cards, but for ministries involving outside community members, vaccinations can
be mandated per the ministry. We are unable to control all factors and would be foolish to think we could.
Yet we are also asked to move forward in faith, asking God to keep our community safe. Ultimately it is an
individual’s choice to engage and participate on any level.
Gratitude and Thanksgiving for the faithful members of the Re-Entry Task Force Committee:
Donna Iki, (Worship), Stanley Pang, (former AC Chair; In-House Pharmacist), Tam Kobayashi (COM), Jane
Matsumoto (AC Chair), Carol Tondo (Welcome) Lay Leaders: Shari Chang (Welcome), Chris Kamatani
(Seniors), Derek Murakami, and Staff: Julie Inouye, Minister ‘Ainise ‘Isama’u, Pastor Becky Hirata, Rev.
Allison Mark
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KITCHEN ANGEL DRIVERS

VAN MINISTRY

Jane Kiyohara
In memory of Tom Kiyohara
June Hirai
Nancy Matsushima
In memory of Jack Miyake
Chizuko Kubota
Nancy Matsushima
In memory of
Sumako Mochizuki
Keith & Viki Inouye
In memory of Julia Nakano
Barbara & Sam Kobayashi
In memory of Tomoki Nakayama
Vickie Tani
In memory of Mary Saito
Eva Nishi
Jennie Shitakubo
Joseph & Theresa Vicelja
In memory of Ray Saruwatari

Ainise Isama’u
In honor of Kathy Miya

IN KIND DONATION

Helen Hirano
In gratitude of Blessed Bento

Norma Ishigo
(4) complete album kits including albums, glue, stickers
& scrapbook paper

Preston & Masako Akiyama
In appreciation to Rev. Allison’s
visitation/wellness checks

June Omiya
(13) knitted hats for soldiers in
Operation Gratitude

Jane Kiyohara
Charlotte Watanabe
Janet Yamada
Faith Marketplace donation

Nancy Sasaki
(3) boxex of fabric & yarn

Chizuko Kubota
Nichigo donation
Carol Murakami
Nihongobu - Manga Class

Barbara Takumi
(2) boxes of 100 13-gallon
trash bags and (1) box of 110
13-gallon trash bags
June Omiya
(13) knitted hats for soldiers in
Operation Gratitude

SPECIAL OFFERINGS

DEDICATED TO THE
FAITH UMC MINISTRY

Elaine Yoshida
Prime Timers donation

Greg & Nancy Sasaki
Sue Watanabe
In memory of Kevin Sasaki
Alvin & Janet Yamada
In memory of Great Grandma
Janet Y. Yamada
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RELAY FOR LIFE

Ohana of Faith
Relay for Life Torrance
Theme: Hawaiian (RE-Lei for Life)
May 14, 2022 - 9 am – 9pm
South High School

1. Need Help setting up Relay for Life Booth on Saturday, May 14, 2022 probably
around 7:30 am
2. Need Kalua Pork, Rice donations and Apple Crack (will send recipes upon sign ups)
for sale on the day of Relay. Contact Linda Sakurai if you are interested.
3. Need volunteers to help serve, sell and man our Relay for Life Booth Saturday, May
14, 2022. Need Help 9 am – 9:00 pm. Contact Linda Sakurai, is you are interested.
4. Need team members and walkers at Relay for Life, May 14, 2022 from 9:00 am –
9:00 pm. Contact Linda Sakurai for sign ups. Everyone walking must be registered
for Ohana of Faith. Here is the link to join our team:
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR/RelayForLife/RFLCY22WER?team_
id=2614877&pg=team&fr_id=102527 then click JOIN OUR TEAM
5. Survivor Continental Breakfast will be served at the Relay (on May 14) at 8am.
Must be a registered for Relay for Life.
6. Survivor Walk/Lap will be at 9 am to kick off the Relay, May 14,2022.
7. T-shirts for Survivors will only be given if you register and then an email will be sent
to you with instructions to receive your Survivor shirt. If you need help, please
contact Linda Sakurai and she can help you register. Also due to Covid-19, for people
who raise $100 or more, t-shirts will not be given out, but through the fundraising
app, an email will be sent to you and you will be part of the HOPE club. You can then
order a t-shirt online and it will be sent to your home.
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We truly appreciate all of Faith’s support and participation with us for all these years. This is Torrance
Relay for Life’s 20th year. Faith has been a part of this relay for 16 years. Our first year, Joy Kobashi
Yoneda , Linda, Glenn and Ally Sakurai formed a small but mighty team and we stayed up for 24
hours walking the track. Joy had lost her mother to cancer and Linda had lost her sister. We were
determined to fight this Cancer Battle and we have not stopped. Faith UMC joined us and each year
we have grown with Survivors, Care Givers, family and friends who like us want an end to Cancer!
We celebrate the family and friends we have lost, we will forever keep them in our hearts. We fight
back for those who are still fighting and we definitely remember all!!! Thank you so much for your
dedication and support! If you have any questions, please contact Linda Sakurai (310) 339-3251 or
dasakurais@gmail.com

As United Methodists, we are unique in our connectionalism around the world. The United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is working closely with churches in the region to assist those in need.
Global Ministries is in touch with the church’s leadership as well as with church leaders in countries
welcoming those who are fleeing from violence in Ukraine.

UNITED WITH UKRAINE

Friends, the situation in Ukraine continues to unfold into a heartbreaking humanitarian disaster.
Watching the violence happen right before our eyes, not knowing how to help, can cause deep pain
and anxiety. I invite you to continue to be in prayer for the people of Ukraine, the people of Russia,
and the world. May God’s peace and love permeate the deepest, darkest places. May God’s comfort
surround those who are fleeing violence. May God’s promise of everlasting life live on in the midst
of unimaginable loss.

United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people
in the wake of the Russian invasion of their country may contribute to Advance #982450, UMCOR
International Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund will provide direct assistance to those in
Ukraine as well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries.
If you’d like to contribute to this cause, please make your checks out to The United Methodist
Church of Summit and write “UMCOR Ukraine” in the memo line. Or, designate on your cash
envelopes “UMCOR Ukraine.” You can place your offering in the basket Sunday morning.
If you are not in-person at the church, you can still give online at https://umcmission.org/
advance-project/982450
By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174
By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” written on the
memo line, either mailed and addressed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New
York, NY, 10087-9068 or given at or through any United Methodist church.
One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the designated cause. If you have any
questions,
please don’t hesitate to reach out.
24

31

32

24

HULA MINISTRY
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MEMBERSHIP & CONFIRMATION CLASSES
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Tuesday Morning
Bible Study
We gather at 10:30am every Tuesday
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5883329633
If you’ve tried Bible studies before but found them difficult to
understand or irrelevant to your life, you should spend some
time with us. Our conversations are engaging, honest, and
practical. Come and enjoy!
If you're interested, please contact the church via email
communications@faithsouthbay.org or
call at (310) 217-7000.

mid-week bible study
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED:
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH VIA EMAIL:
COMMUNICATIONS@FAITHSOUTHBAY.ORG
OR CALL AT (310) 217-7000.

35

Faithful Healing

Join Alan Saruwatari, CST, a shiatsu therapist and Qi Gong
practitioner at One, Natural Healing Center as he walks you
through ways to strengthen your natural healing abilities and
take an active role in the healing process through a meditation
that connects with your Christian faith. Feel God’s love as you
calm your mind, relax your body and brighten your spirit!

Every 1st and 3rd Mondays at 9:00am.
If you're interested: please email Alan Saruwatari at
One.nhc@att.net for zoom information.

2436

Blessed Are You
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YOU CAN GET IN TOUCH WITH THE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS OF YOUR
GROUP VIA THEIR CHURCH EMAILS AND/OR CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE
(310) 217-7000

Next meeting:
May 18 at 9:30am

Registration Sundays in May

Senior Hangout is preparing to return in June and
will be registering participants for the program
Women in Support and Hope gather together
to explore their personal faith journey and receive on designated Sundays in May. Due to current
COVID-19 protocols still in place, we are asking that
encouragement and spiritual nourishment.
For more information contact Joanne Sato or contact all Senior Hangout participants be vaccinated.
Join us for a few hours of fun, fellowship and
the church office.
refreshments. We play games such as hanafuda,
communications@faithsouthbay.org
hand-and-foot, 21 and mahjong. If you are not a
game person, you can sit around and “talk story”,
Women in Transition:
quilt or get help with your ipad or smartphone. Bring
WGSG: Women’s Grief
a friend for this wonderful fellowship time.
& Support Group
Coordinators: Joanne Sato and David Sato. For more
Next meeting:
information, contact Joanne Sato or contact the
May 11 at 10:00am
Contact the church office if you would like to
church office, communications@faithsouthbay.org
stay for lunch!

We welcome all women to join us for encouragement,
support, fellowship & spiritual growth as we journey
through various transitons in our lives, such as loss
of loved ones, friends, job, health & loneliness. This
Spring, we are launching TWO separate tracts:
Women’s Grief & Support Group (WGSG) and
Women in Transitions (WIT). The first tract is for
those experiencing loss and grief and would like
to process together. The second tract is a group
discussion on what it means to move into new
transitions. We will join together again for lunch.
Rev. Allison and Minister ‘Ainise Isama’u will cofacilitate these two tracts.
For more information contact Harriet Tateyama or
Rev. Allison, communications@faithsouthbay.org
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MISO & TOFU Parenting Groups
Family Movie Nights in JUNE
We’ll be inviting Moms and Dads with children of all
ages to participate in a newly resurrected MISO (Mom’s
in Search Of group) and group for Dads (TOFU: The
Open-Hearted Father’s Unite? Ok, we’re still working
on it, folks!). Planning outings, gatherings, and events
for parents and families, this collective group of
other parents can share knowledge and experiences
in parenting with one another. If you are interested
and want to participate, please contact Church Life
Coordinator, Minister Ainise Isama’u akisamau@
faithsouthbay.org so we can start planning our groups!

YOU CAN GET IN TOUCH WITH THE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS OF YOUR
GROUP VIA THEIR CHURCH EMAILS AND/OR CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE
(310) 217-7000

The Caregivers’ Support provides support to adults
who are caring for aging parents and spouses. We
also provide resources in the fields of elder care,
Alzheimer’s disease, and other end-of-life issues. In
the Fall, the church family is invited to a “5-Wishes
Workshop” which is helpful for Caregivers, Seniors,
and their children. Stay tuned for more details.
Please do contact Karen Agen, Joanne Sato or the
church office for Caregiver Resource information..
communications@faithsouthbay.org

Men’s Support Group (MSG)
Next meeting:
May 10 at 11:30am

Open Arms
Support
Group
Last Sunday of Month, 12:00 pm (online)

The Open Arms Support Group’s mission is to
provide a place of love and support for lesbian,
gay, bi-sexual, transgender and queer individuals
(LGBTQ), as well as for their families, friends
and allies. In addition to promoting a greater
understanding and respect, the group seeks to
provide educational resources related to LGBTQ
issues and challenges.

The Men’s Support Group is mainly for widowers.
We share the experience of loss of loved ones, but
also explore redefining their lives and significance
in face of this loss. They meet to (1) experience
cooking and sharing foods together under the
leadership of Ralph Ichikawa, and (2) listen to
participants’ life experience as they see their
significance in light of Christian belief.

Our goal is to become an inclusive faith community
that embraces all individuals regardless of ethnicity,
race, color, nationality, age, physical ability, family
structure, social or economic status, sexual
orientation or gender identity. It is our hope and
prayer that whoever wishes to participate fully
in the life and ministry of Faith UMC may do so
freely, openly and unconditionally in accordance
with God’s plan and grace.

For more information, contact
Mas Oshiro or contact the church office.
communications@faithsouthbay.org

Please feel free to contact Derek Murakami
openarms@faithsouthbay.org.
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FAITH STAFF

Growing deeper in Christ
Going farther for Christ

Senior Pastor

Rev. Allison Mark		 revallison@faithsouthbay.org

Associate Pastor

Pastor Becky Hirata		 nichigo@faithsouthbay.org

Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Dr. Hidemi Ito		 pastoralcare@faithsouthbay.org

Church Life Coordinator

Minister Ainise Isama’u

Interim Music Director

Rick Izumi		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Youth Director

Darrell Mark		 youth@faithsouthbay.org

akisamau@faithsouthbay.org

Office Coordinator
Sandy Kiyohara		 admin@faithsouthbay.org
			communications@faithsouthbay.org
Finance Secretary

Rachel Leung		 finance@faithsouthbay.org

Audio/Visual Ministry

Chad Uemura		 audiovisual@faithsouthbay.org

Program & Project Coordinator

Julie Inouye		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Garden Directors

Kelley Mizukami, Traci Saruwatari		 children@faithsouthbay.org
Amanda Taketa

Social Action

Gary Nakata		 outreach@faithsouthbay.org

Organist

Amy Higa		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Lay Leaders

Shari Chang, Chris Kamatani,
Derek Murakami

communications@faithsouthbay.org

Council on Ministries

Tam Kobayashi

communications@faithsouthbay.org

Nihongobu Lay Leader

Sayaka Shigeta, Mike Kuwabara		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Administrative Council

Jane Matsumoto		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Finance

Scott Fujita		 finance@faithsouthbay.org

Board of Trustees

Neal Miyake		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Custodial

Maria Arevalo		 communications@faithsouthbay.org

Staff Parish Relations

Derek Taira		 sprc@faithsouthbay.org

West District Superintendent

Rev. Mark Nakagawa 		 westdistrict@calpacumc.org

L.A. Area Resident Bishop

Bishop Grant Hagiya		 bishop@calpacumc.org
2115 West 182nd Street, Torrance, CA 90504
T: 310.217.7000 • F: 310.217.0571
E: Communications@faithsouthbay.org • W: www.faithsouthbay.org

@faithsouthbay

faithsouthbay

